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Thoughts on the Overturn of 

Roe vs Wade 

     In the aftermath of the Supreme Court’s decision to overturn Roe vs Wade, I 
want to offer a few thoughts to you.  First, I recognize that our parish is not of 
one mind regarding this decision.  Some are rejoicing that a long believed 
wrong has now been righted.  Others are angry, grieving, and fearful regarding 
what may come next.  Many women in particular question whether their per-
sonhood and autonomy are being respected by our government.  I begin by ac-
knowledging we are not of one mind because I write this from the perspective 
of desiring to be the pastor of everyone in this parish—regardless of where you 
stand on this contentious issue.  It would be easier for me to say nothing of 
course.  But as your pastor, I have a duty to offer you my best thinking on this 
important ethical question.   

     It is important to note at the outset that the Bible contains no texts directly 
about abortion.  This may come as a surprise to many people.  The closest the 
Bible comes to a situation comparable to an abortion is a passage in Exodus 
21:22-25, which states that if a man injures a woman and she miscarries, he 
must pay a fine, but if the woman is seriously hurt or dies, the man must suffer 
“life for life, eye for eye” etc.  From this passage we can infer that the author 
values the human fetus differently from the living person.  The punishment for 
destroying one is a fine, for the other it is life.  But the inference is indirect, and 
the passage is not about abortion at all.  The same holds true with Psalm 
139:13-16 and Jeremiah 1:5.  These passages are poetic affirmations of God’s 
loving providence, not legal or scientific descriptions of when life or person-
hood begins.  Like the Exodus passage, they make no direct reference to abor-
tion.   

     Because the Bible does not directly address the issue of abortion, Christians 
on all sides of this issue are wise to approach this issue with more humility, less 
self-certainty, and more charity toward those who disagree than we often see 
displayed in public life.   

     My main concern about this decision surrounds the question of who will 
bear the weight and consequences of unwanted pregnancies.  The Supreme 
Court has now placed the burden of bringing a child into the world on the 
shoulders of the pregnant woman.  The 1848 law now in effect in Wisconsin 
makes no exception to the ban on abortion for cases of rape or incest.  Wheth-
er we agree or disagree with the Supreme Court decision, all of us should be 
able to appreciate why many women feel it is unjust for them as a gender to 
bear the weight of raising a child when their right to choose otherwise has now 
been taken away.       (continued on page 4) 
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Pigeon Falls Nursing Care Center-P.O. Box 310-Pigeon Falls, WI  54760 
 Patricia Giebel,  Jeanette Gilbertson, Norman & Marian Miller  

 
Assisted Living- Pigeon Falls - P.O. Box 310-Pigeon Falls, WI  54760 

Richard Eide 

 
Sunrise Manor - 36024 Park Street - Whitehall - 54773 

Clinton Larson, &  Ann Torrason 

 
Tri-County Memorial - 18601 Lincoln Street - Whitehall - 54773 

 Iva Gabriel, Lorraine Nehring  & James Windjue 

 
Grandview Nursing Home - 620 Grandview Avenue - Blair - 54616 

Marilyn Speestra, Mavis Mitskogen & Donna Oates 

 
Meadowbrook Care Center-1311 Tyler Street-Black River Falls -  54615 

Fern Moe 
 

The Classic - Eau Claire 
Joanne (Selkurt) Martin 

 

 

 

Altar Guild: Carol Byington & Karen Witte 
 

Altar Flowers:  Mary Speerstra 

Ushers:  Volunteers Needed 
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 Open House! 
 

     All are invited to an open house at 18305 Park Ridge Road on Saturday, 
July 9th from 1 – 4:00 pm to help Dave Schaefer turn 80!  (NO gifts!)  

 

1 - Elizabeth Hauser 

3 - Kade Foss, Lila Solberg 

4 - Cheryl Brekke 

5 - Hadley Dittman, Thomas Kopp  

7 - David Schaefer, Norah Youngbauer 

9 - Susie Jordahl  

10 - Wendy Schaefer-Miles, Madison Staff 

11 - Bonnie Johnson 

12 - Lori Berg, Viola Jacobson, Brenda Gilbertson 

14 - Adam Semb 

15 - Caynen Halama, Scott Stendahl 

16 - Sharon Foss, Troy Peters 

18 - Kristen Matchey 

19 - Brittany Carlson,  Patricia Giebel,  Kari Kelsey, Eli Moats, Mary Pat Speerstra 

20 - Todd Densmore, Dawn Peterson 

21 - Paul Coburn, Katherine Laehn, Ivan Semb, Taylor  Smith,  Beckett Vitse 

22 - Molly Toraason  

23 - Jeanne Semb 

24 - Riley Herman, Aschley Moats 

25 - Wayne Lee, Steven Stendahl, Julie Webster 

26 - Jennifer Herried, Daniel Keenan 

28 - John Waldera 

29 - Alexis Kurth, Gary Peterson  

30 - Duane Johnson, Camille Miles, Anna Sylla 

31 - Ann Johnson, Marie Lee, Joanne Selkurt Martin 
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  …..(Continued from page 1) 

 

A Bible passage that has been knocking around in my head the past few days is:  “Bear one 
another’s burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ.”  (Galatians 6:2)  Like 

the Bible passages I quoted earlier, this passage says nothing directly about abortion.  But I think it 
says something about what is needed in this moment.  If access to abortion is to be highly restricted 
by our society, then society as a whole, including the Church must bear the consequences of this deci-
sion.  This is only just.  What might bearing one another’s burdens look like in this case?  To start with, 
it might include things like universal healthcare, paid family leave, ending food and housing insecurity, 
closing the wage gap and adequately funding education from pre-school through graduate school.  My 
hope is that we will see renewed conversations and ultimately bold action surrounding these priori-
ties.  My fear is that we as a society will remain content to simply leave the burden of an unwanted 
pregnancy on the pregnant woman. 

     The New Testament’s moral teachings are rigorous regarding holiness, but also rigorous regarding 
fairness , mercy, and compassion to neighbors near and far.  The New Testament never assumes it is 
speaking to people as isolated individuals, but as members of a Church which is prepared to collec-
tively bear burdens too overwhelming for a person to bear alone.  The New Testament assumes a 
deep form of discipleship community where people are both supported and held accountable.  So for 
example, if several women with unwanted pregnancies approached Grace and Our Saviour’s and 
asked for financial and emotional support over the long term to raise the child, would we be in a posi-
tion to realistically offer this and follow through on it?  I honestly don’t think so.  I suspect few Ameri-
can churches would be prepared for this kind of intense ministry.   

     When Jesus criticized the scribes and pharisees he said, “They tie up heavy burdens, hard to bear, 
and lay them on the shoulders of others, but they themselves are unwilling to lift a finger to move 
them.”  (Matthew 23:4)  We as a nation have laid a heavy burden on women faced with unwanted 
pregnancies.  Whether we will be as willing to lift a finger remains to be seen. 

Peace, Pastor Peter 

Please keep the following in your prayers: 
            

      Arline Stuve            Mavis Olson        Donna Fernholz     Paula Hentges 

      Clarice Henrickson  Sherry Pabst      Sofia Adams      Donna Oates 

    Dawn Coburn  Mary Harnisch Johnson  
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    Consider Joining our Communion Visitation Teams 
 

     A training session for persons who would like to bring Holy Communion to a home-
bound member will be held Tuesday July 19.  You can choose to either attend an afternoon ses-
sion at 2:00 pm at Peace Lutheran in Pigeon Falls, or an evening session at 7:00 pm at Our Sav-
iour’s in Whitehall.  Participation is open to everyone from Our Saviour’s, Grace, and Peace.  

     Visitation ministries at all of our churches got a bit jumbled during the COVID outbreak when 
person-to-person contact was unadvisable.  Now with the vacancy at Peace, and our churches 
resuming normal patterns, it seems like a good time to renew this important ministry. 

     Christ calls our church to faithfully minister to our elder, sick and homebound members.  I 
believe this can be most faithfully done when committed lay-people join me in a partnership 
where together we not only provide for each homebound person to receive communion regu-
larly, but also provide the opportunity for homebound members to connect with active mem-
bers as fellow brothers and sisters in Christ.  I ask you to consider joining me in this important 
partnership! 

     After our training session on the 19th we will match each communion volunteers with a 
homebound member.  You will be able to make your first visit to the member you are assigned 
to soon afterward.  I would also like folks who are currently bringing communion to a home-
bound member to attend one of these sessions as a refresher. 

     If you are unable to participate in this training session, but still desire to participate in this 
ministry, please contact me and we will arrange for you to be trained at a suitable time.  I look 
forward to working together with you as we expand the caring and healing ministries of our 
congregations. 

Pastor Peter 

 

     The Noisy Offering has once begun for various church ministries.  The June 
thru July 24th Noisy Offerings will go to the Relay for Life.  Thank you for your 
support of the United in the Fight Team of both Grace and Our Saviour’s Lu-
theran parishes.   

     On Sunday, July 31st, Pastor Barbara Birkeland will preach at Grace and Our 
Saviour’s, so Pastor Jonas will be able to preach and preside at communion that 
Sunday at Peace in Pigeon Falls. 



   T HE  M ESS E NGE R  PAGE 6 

Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church—Council Minutes—June 7, 2022 
 

Members Present: Dave Anderson, Pastor Jonas, Marnie Anderson, Steve Lamberson, Kris Dubiel, Kay Nelson, Jeff 
Sygulla, Clarice Laehn and Lori Paulson.  Dave Anderson, council president called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. 
 

Preparation: 
1. Opening Devotions:  With Sunday June 12th being Trinity Sunday Pastor Jonas shared an icon (religious work of  
       art) of the Holy Trinity created by Russian painter Andrei Rublev.  
 

2. Prayer Requests/Homebound:  Prayers for an end to the shootings in our country and for the victims and  
       victims’ families. Clarice Henrickson is in assisted living. 
 

3.    Communication from Congregation:  None 
 

Communication/Action: 
1. Secretary’s Report: Jeff Sygulla made a motion to approve May’s minutes with a second by Steve Lamberson.  
       Motion carried. 
 

2. Treasurer’s Report:  Kay Nelson made a motion to approve treasurer’s report with a second by Marnie  
       Anderson. Motion carried. 
 

3.    Ministry Teams Updates: 
       WELCA:  July meeting will be held at Grace. Salad luncheon is scheduled for Monday, June 13th at Peace Luther-

an with Barbara Birkeland as guest speaker. Elk Creek WELCA is hosting a historic wedding dress review on 
Saturday, June 11th. Mission kits are especially in need of health care/personal care kits for the Ukrainian 
refugees as well as others in need. 

       Harvest Dinner is scheduled for October 9th. 
      Life & Growth:  No report. 
      Worship & Music:  No report. 
      Finance & Property:  Continuing to assess the possibility of removing altar railings. List of duties for ushers needs 

to be reviewed. Clarice Laehn made a motion to put all cushions back in pews with a second by Kay Nelson. 
Motion carried. 

      Men’s Brotherhood:   Organization of boy scouts is moving along. 
      Council at Large:  Clarice Laehn suggested having other fundraisers such as bingo, etc. Another suggestion was to 

serve coffee and cookies before or after services. 
      Sharing from Pastor:  RUTH is canvassing community needs and how a faith-based group fits in. May consider 

possible sponsorship for Sleep in Heavenly Peace.  Pastor Jonas will be attending continuing education June 
20th-26th. He will be on vacation July 2nd – 16th and August 5th-19th. Scott Brown will lead Sunday services in 
his absence. 

 

Celebration/Affirmation: 
1.  The next council meeting is Tuesday, August 2nd at 6:30 p.m. 
2.  Thank you, quilters and Nancy, for the fabulous quilts presented to our graduating seniors.  Your time and talents 
      are very much appreciated. 
 

Business Items: 
We do not have the technical ability to broadcast live services. We can tape as before and run through the  
Trempealeau County television. 
 

 
Continued on page 7 



 

 

Business Items: - continued from page6 
 

World Hunger money has been donated to local food pantry, Synod and ELCA Good Gifts. 
There will be no July council meeting. 
Extra WELS books will be donated to the library. 
Motion made by Steve Lamberson with a second by Kay Nelson to allow Friends of the Library to use out-

door premises for brats and burgers fundraiser. Motion carried. 
 

Adjournment and the Lord’s Prayer: 
Kay Nelson made a motion to adjourn with a second by Steve Lamberson. Motion carried. Meeting adjourned. 
 

The meeting closed with the Lord’s Prayer. 
 

Respectfully submitted by Lori Paulson, Council Secretary 

Administration $558.45

Physical Plant $1,259.68

Salaries & Benefits $10,809.80

Benevolence $250.00

Parish Expense $0.00

Dues and Fees $0.00

$12,877.93

Simply Giving Total = $3,341.30 General Fund Total = $5,976.00

On-Going Total = $115.00 Improvement Fund - Total = $510.00

$9,942.30

Total Disbursements = 

Disbursements:

June, 2022 Giving Grand Total = 

DISBURSEMENT & GIVING RECEIIPTS - JUNE 1ST THRU JUNE 26TH, 2022

Giving Receipts

     We pray for the family and friends of Robert Edward Byington, who passed  

away on Tuesday, June 14th, 2022.  Funeral services were held at Our Saviour’s  

Lutheran Church on June 21, with Pastor Peter Jonas officiating 
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     WELCA - JULY MEETING - will be at Grace in Pleasantville on Thursday, July 7th at 
1:30 pm.  Please join us for Bible Study, a short business meeting and fun fellowship! 

 

 
 

 
 

     Mission kit collection in Oct. seems like a long time away.  NOTE.   I have a few  sug-
gestions.   

 
1.  look for a list of all items needed for kits and go shopping. 
2.  Go on line and purchase items in bulk.  There are some AMAZING deals to be had 

this way.   
3.  Check out thrift sales for gently used baby sleepers, especially 6  to 18 month sizes. 

 
I will place list for kits in the Narthex. 
Thank You in advance for all you do.   Marnie 

LA CROSSE AREA SYNOD—NORTH CONFERENCE 

WELCA SUMMER EVENT 
WEDNESDAY, JULY 20, 2022—11:30 am – 2:00 pm 

Blair Lutheran Church—129 S. Peterson Avenue, Blair 
 
11:00  Registration 
11:30  SALAD LUNCHEON 

12:30  PRAISE WORSHIP SERVICE (using the new hymnal) 

1:00    Bridges Health  (Services & support for Bridges Health are provided through   collaborative ef-
forts between Winona State University, and multiple community   organizations, and the Winona 
State University Foundation.) Beginning in September Bridges Health will offer free health services 
to area residents.  Their focus is health, wellness, and preventive care. Services provided include:  
health screening, foot & nail care clinic,  ear wash, neck & shoulder massage, health promotion and 
health education.  Come and learn more about this free healthcare opportunity offered at the Friend-
ship First Community Center in Blair. 
 

              St. Ansgar Catholic Church Musical Trio 
Attendees are encouraged to bring 

items for healthcare kits for LWR-

Ukraine. 
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Mark Your Calendar’s and 

Save the Dates! 

Relay for Life of Trempealeau County 

Friday, July 29th, 2022  

at the  

Whitehall School Track 

19121 Hobson Street – Whitehall 

5:00 pm – Event Starts 

6:00 pm – Opening Ceremony, followed by Survivor & Caregiver laps (walking is optional) 

9:30 pm – Luminaria Ceremony 

10:00 pm – Closing Ceremony 

~  Thursday, September 22nd.  Our Saviour’s Women-ELCA will be sponsoring 

    a Salad Luncheon starting at noon.  Please watch future editions of the Messenger for 

    updates.  Our Guest Speaker will be Mary Segerstrom from Eleva on “An Old  

    Fashioned Ladies Aid”   

 

~  Sunday, October 9th, the Harvest Dinner this fall. 

Trempealeau County Fair, Saturday, July 16th, 2022 

“Baker’s Best” Baking Contest AND Bake Sale 
 

Enter in three categories:  Pies - Sweet Breads – Cookies 
 

Pies - bring any kind of pie  
Sweet Breads - sweet rolls, quick breads, swedish tea-ring, muffins 
Cookies - 2 dozen cookies of any kind 
 
     Bring baked goods in covered containers, to the LOG CABIN on the Fair Grounds between 1 - 2 
p.m.  There will be a portion of the street next to the Log Cabin reserved for you to drop off your 
baked goods!  There will be someone there to assist you between 1 - 2 p.m. 
 
No entry fees for any baked goods, judging is optional.  Judging will begin at 2 p.m. and results 

will be announced within the hour. 
 CASH PRIZES - one cash prize in each category ($25 Each) - Plus one for BEST OF SHOW ($50) 
 

BAKE SALE STARTS at 2 p.m.  
come and enjoy the Best Baked Goods in Trempealeau County for your FREE WILL DONATION - 
All $$ raised will go toward funding the Trempealeau County Fair! 



V OLU ME  20  ISS UE  7  10 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1. 

 

2 
 
 
 

Pastor on  
Vacation 

3 
 
 

Pastor on  
Vacation 

 
 

Sunday Worship—
9:30 am. 

4. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5 
 
 

 
Pastor on     
Vacation 

 
 
 
 
 

 

6 
 
 
 
 

-Pastor on    
  Vacation 

  

7 
 
 

WELCA at Grace 
in Pleasantville—

1:30 pm 
 

Pastor on   
  Vacation 

8 

 
Pastor on  
   Vacation 

 

 

 

9 
 

Pastor on   
  Vacation 

10 
 

Pastor on    
 Vacation 

 
Sunday Worship—

9:30 am. 

11 
 
 

Pastor on    
Vacation 

 
 

12 
 

Pastor on    
 Vacation 

13 
 
 
 

Pastor on     
Vacation 

 
 

 

14 
 

Pastor on    
 Vacation 

15 
 

Pastor on  
   Vacation 

16 

 

 

17 
 
 
 

Sunday Worship—
9:30 am. 

18 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

19 
 

Home Bound 
Communion 

Training: 
 

Peace - 2:00 pm 
 

OSL—7:00 pm 

20 
Friends of Whitehall 
Public Library 9:30 

to 1:00 or done.  
Kitchen & Portico-
Braut/burger fund 

raiser 

21 
 
 
 
 

 

22 23 

24 
 

Sunday Worship—
9:30 am. 

25 
 
 
 
 

26 
 
 
 

 

27 
 
 
 
 

 

28 29 30 

 

 

31 
Sunday Worship—

9:30 am. 

      



 

Office Hours - Have been suspended until further 

notice.  Please contact us by phone, email or US 

Postal Service with any concerns and/or needs you 

may have.   

“Sharing God’s Love With 
All” 

Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church 

36197 Main Street 

P.O. Box 455 

Whitehall, WI 54773 

Return Service  

Requested 

Check us out on Facebook at: Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church of Whitehall, WI  and 

United in Faith Parish and OS  Sunday-School  and Sunday School - Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church, 

Whitehall, WI and OSLC Youth .  

ro 

Pastor: Peter Jonas 

Pastor Email: pastoroslc@gmail.com 

Church Secretary: Sherry M. Pabst 

Church Office: 715-538-4334 

Church E-mail:   osluthwh@gmail.com 

 

Dear Friends; 
      
      
     We have set Sunday, October 9th, 2022, as the date for our  
Harvest Dinner.  Please put this date on your calendars!  Please remember 
you will be assigned to the same job you did LAST year (2021).  If you 
are unable to do so, please look for a substitute or call Kay Nelson (715) 
983-5760. 
     The shifts will be listed in the narthex and on-line in September.  We 
will have the raffle this year again as well. We will be serving carry-outs 
only again this year.   
     Thank you all for your support of our major fundraiser!  Our annual 
Harvest Dinner generates about $6,000 or more for the General Fund to 
help meet our churches’ operating expenses.  Thank you for your continued 
support!  God Bless! 

mailto:osluthwh@gmail.com

