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     For hunters a gun is not simply a gun.  Many firearms are 
handed down from parent to child.  When we carry a rifle or a shotgun we 
also carry the memories it evokes of days in the field, old friends and family.  
Whenever he or she handles a shotgun, an upland game or waterfowl hunter 
will instinctually think of well-loved dogs.   

     There is something elegant and beautiful about the craftsmanship that 
goes into a firearm with deep checkering carved in well-finished wood and 
fine engraving on blued steel.  My wife finds this exceedingly strange, but I 
even love the smell of Hoppes #9 solvent.  But more than that I love the satis-
faction I derive from cleaning and caring for a firearm in a way that ensures 
that some day when I can no longer hunt, I can pass it and the memories it 
holds on to one of my children. 

     Our love for hunting runs so deep, that when it comes to firearms, we 
hunters think with our reptilian brains instead of our frontal lobes.  When 
there is some talk of regulation or limitation of firearms, we don’t think—we 
react.  We react like a rattle snake that gets stepped on.  

     But now I am begging—pleading with my fellow hunters and fellow fire-
arm owners not to just react, but to think.  Really think about what is hap-
pening in our country. 

     How many times have we watched President Bush, President Obama, 
President Trump, and now President Biden stand at a lectern and try to find 
words to console families of victims of mass shootings?  After the recent 
shootings in Buffalo and Uvalde, like so many others, we often hear political 
leaders say that ‘their thoughts and prayers are with the victims and their 
families.’  Truthfully, I can’t stand it anymore when a political leader says 
those words, because it basically means they can’t or won’t do anything to 
stop this from happening a next time, and a next time, and a next time. 

     We know the 2nd Amendment guarantees a citizen’s right to own a fire-
arm.  But the question I am raising is: do we own our firearms, or does the 
firearms industry own us?  The NRA and the firearms industry has con-
vinced many hunters that any effort to regulate assault rifles or handguns is 
part of some master plan that ultimately leads to the government coming into 
your home to take away your firearms.  “Once a camel gets its nose under the 
tent. . .” is the failsafe analogy that thwarts every attempt at regulating fire-
arms in a way that makes sense in 2022, not 1789.  Again I ask: do we own 
our firearms, or does the firearms industry own us? 

      (continued on page 3) 
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Pigeon Falls Nursing Care Center-P.O. Box 310-Pigeon Falls, WI  54760 
 Patricia Giebel,  Jeanette Gilbertson, Norman & Marian Miller  

 
Assisted Living- Pigeon Falls - P.O. Box 310-Pigeon Falls, WI  54760 

Richard Eide 

 
Sunrise Manor - 36024 Park Street - Whitehall - 54773 

Clinton Larson, &  Ann Torrason 

 
Tri-County Memorial - 18601 Lincoln Street - Whitehall - 54773 

 Iva Gabriel, Lorraine Nehring  & James Windjue 

 
Grandview Nursing Home - 620 Grandview Avenue - Blair - 54616 

Marilyn Speestra, Mavis Mitskogen & Donna Oates 

 
Meadowbrook Care Center-1311 Tyler Street-Black River Falls -  54615 

Fern Moe 
 

The Classic - Eau Claire 
Joanne (Selkurt) Martin 

     The “Red Grocery Cart” has been suspended for the summer months, but the White-
hall Food Pantry still needs your help.  We currently are very short on paper products, es-
pecially bathroom tissue.  These are items we are not able to purchase from “Feed My 
People”.  Donations can be left in the narthex of Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church or 
dropped off at the church office Tuesday thru Thursday.  Any and all donations are very 
appreciated by all those in need in our community.  Thank you for your generosity and 
God Bless! 
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I am weary of “thoughts and prayers” (continued from page 1) 

 

     Is there nothing we can do besides offer “thoughts and prayers” to grieving families?  
The Bible has some very harsh things to say regarding prayer which is insincere or empty.  
In the book of Amos God says, “I hate, I despise your festivals, and I take no delight in your 
solemn assemblies.”  Today I honestly think God would say, “I hate your thoughts and 

prayers.” 

     I want to leave you with a story from the Bible which I feel is very important in this moment.  When 
Jesus was arrested in the Garden of Gethsemane, one of his followers grabbed a sword and cut off the 
ear of the slave of the high priest.  Jesus then said, “Put your sword back into its place; for all who take 
the sword will perish by the sword.” 

     This story doesn’t answer every question regarding when or if a Christian can or should use deadly 
force.  And it certainly isn’t an outline for any kind of legislative proposal for how to regulate firearms 
in a modern society.  But I think this story is the place Christians must begin anytime we think deeply 
about swords, guns, violence, war or terrorism.  This is the story that should form our imagination and 
our actions, because here we have a record of what Jesus did in a particular life and death situation.  
And we have a record of what he commanded his followers to do. 

     I am especially intrigued by Jesus’ warning that we can “perish by the sword.”  I used to read this 
warning very narrowly—those who commit violence as individuals may well die of violence.  But in light 
of the prevalence of gun violence in our society I now understand Jesus’ words much more broadly.  We 
as a society are perishing by the sword or gun because we are refusing to hear Jesus’ demand to “put 
your sword back into its place.”  Jesus says we in fact have the power to put weapons in their proper 
place.  But this will never happen until we as a society reclaim the right to own our firearms from a fire-
arms industry and lobby that currently owns us.  

 

Peace 

Pastor Peter 

 

Altar Guild: Kay Nelson & Karen Witte 
 

Altar Flowers: Kay Nelson 

Ushers:  David & Marnie Anderson 



       Please keep the following in your thoughts and prayers: 
 

    Arline Stuve            Mavis Olson        Donna Fernholz     Paula Hentges 

      Clarice Henrickson  Sherry Pabst      Sofia Adams      Donna Oates 

    Dawn Coburn   Fay Olson           Mary Harnisch Johnson 

      Susan Solie                 Ginny Clipper      Kay Boland  
 

Family and friends of David Olson 
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     Human Services Department of Trempealeau  

County is in need of a baby crib.  Currently the family is 
using a Pack-N-Play for the 4 month old to sleep in.  If 
you or any family member have and are willing to donate 
a crib please contact Peggie Kniefl, 715-538-1966 or toll 

free 877-538-2311, ext 262 

     Please be aware, Pastor Jonas will be on vacation August 6th 
to August 20th. Mr. Scott Brown will lead us in worship on Sun-
days: August 7th & 14th.   

                   For spiritual needs please contact: 

August 5-14: Pastors Terry Lorenz or David Hoadley (715) 597-
3213 at Osseo Evangelical 
 

August 14—20: Pastor David Christianson (612) 817-4582 

     NOISY OFFERING: 
 
     Noisy Offering for July 31-August 28 will go towards school supplies for 
needy students in the Whitehall School District.  For many families, Back to 
School expenses become quite a burden.  Thank you for remembering our stu-
dents at this exciting time of the year!   
 
     Noisy offering for June-July 24 was donated to Relay for Life.   United in the Fight Team of 
Our Saviour's and Grace collected and donated $301.  Thank you for your generosity!   
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1 - Oaklynn Stuhr 

2 - Cody Bautch, Wallace Solberg 

3 - Nicole Lyga 

5 - Tara Harvie  

6 - David Clatt, Kayla Vitse, James Windjue 

7 - Allie Sylla 

9 - Devin Klomsten 

10 - JoAnne Foss 

11 - Bennett Vitse 

12 -  Ryan Lindberg 

13 - Laura Foss, Mary Johnson, Jeffrey Sygulla 

14 - Andrew Granlund 

15 - Dawn Coburn, Emelia Hanvold,  Randy Harms 

16 - Sharon Ivers, John Speerstra,  Tim Toraason  

17 - Melanie Sygulla, Rhianna Theisen, Helen  Vold 

18 - Cindy Herness, Kay Nelson, Thomas Windjue 

19 - Jacob Ives, Lorraine Nehring,  Linda Schroeder 

20 - Samuel Speerstra 

21 - Brenda Koxlien  

22—Everleigh Giebel 

23 - Patrick Warner 

24 - Jean Briggs, Michelle Davis, Chad Foss 

25 - Marie Clatt, Olin Fimreite, Shylana Goplin,  Nicholas Lewis,  Barbara Mathson 

26 - Donna Fernholz, Matthew Peters,  Korine Solberg 

27 - Brady Giese  

29 - Leslie Laehn 

30 - Cole Demulling, Lori Ives 

31 - June Harms, Gary Holen, Mandy Speerstra 
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Dear Friends; 

     We have set Sunday, October 9th, 2022, as the  

date for our Harvest Dinner.  Please put this date on  

your calendars!  It will be carry-outs only. Please  

remember you will be working your same shift as  

2 years ago.  If you are unable to do so, please  

look for a substitute or call Kay Nelson (715) 983-5760. 

     The shifts will be listed in the narthex and on-line in September.  We 
will have the raffle this year again as well. 

Thank you all for your support of our major fundraiser! 

     Sunday School kick-off and registration will take 

place, Sunday, September 11th after worship.  We will 

have a Picnic and Bar-B-Que for Sunday school and 

confirmation students and their families at Melby Park 

following worship service on Sunday, September 18th.   

     Our first Sunday School classes will be Sunday, September 

25th following worship. 
 

     Parent orientation for confirmation students will be Septem-

ber 14th at 6:30 and first class for confirmation students will be 

on Wednesday, September 21st at 2:30 



  Personal Care Kits: 

    I bet most of us know the old story of the shoemaker and the Elfs.   The one where the Elfs come in at night 
and make all the shoes.     I was checking on the kit items last week and found an amazing number of towels 
and health kit items.  I think we have a busy Elf in our midst ?   What an inspiration for all of us to fol-
low.  Thanks to our Elf we only need a few more nail clippers and toothbrushes to complete the health kits. 
 

School Kits: 

   Now is the time for the school supply sales.   As a former child, retired teacher and Mom I still love the 
great "getting ready for school time ".   We have 31 school kit backpacks and would love to fill all of them. If 
you get the shopping bug , here is a list of items we need most.  
     *Notebooks - 70 count  ( 4 in each kit,  need around 40 or more ) 
      *Student scissors - blunt point 
      *12-inch rulers - metric and inch is great 
      *Pencil Sharpeners - hand held type 
      *A few Crayons, Pens, Pencils and pink erasers 
 

Baby Care Kits: - Sizes up to 24 months: 

     Our baby care kits are in need of Jackets with hoods or sweaters and caps,  sleepers or gowns,( we have 
an abundance of shirts)  , bars of gentle soap ( Ivory is great ), receiving blankets and of course the ever-
needed DIAPERS.  Ask me about making them.   As a group we can do it in almost no time at all.  
 
If you are not able to go shop monetary donations are needed to help cover the shipping costs   

 
Thank You   and God Bless,   Marnie & Kay,  WELCA Missions Coordinators 
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W-ELCA of Our Saviour’s will host Grace on Thursday,  
August 4th, at 1:30 pm.  All are welcome for Bible Study  
Followed by a brief business meeting with treats and coffee.  Please join 
ouf fellowship!   

     Many thanks for all the generous donations to W-ELCA Bakeless  
Bake Sale!  We will now be able to meet all our budgeted donations here 
in Whitehall and all around the world, like the Food Pantry, TCHCC 
Christmas gifts, support to our missionaries in East Africa and Lutheran 
World Relief.  Thanks again and many blessings to all! 
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WELCA will be going out for a Mystery Meal  
 
      Our September meeting will be on Thursday the 1st at an undisclosed lo-
cation for fine dining and fellowship.  Come join the fun!!  We will need reser-
vations so please call Kay Nelson at (715) 983-5760 or email her at     

     jimankay1970@gmail.com by August 21, 2022.   
     Looking forward to seeing lots of ladies. 

Administration $387.51

Physical Plant $836.42

Salaries & Benefits $10,782.88

Benevolence

Parish Expense $0.00

Dues and Fees $0.00

$12,006.81

Simply Giving Total = $3,306.30 General Fund Total = $5,578.06

On-Going Total = $0.00 Improvement Fund - Total = $115.00

$8,999.36

Total Disbursements = 

Disbursements:

July, 2022 Giving Grand Total = 

DISBURSEMENT & GIVING RECEIIPTS - JULY 1ST THRU JULY 26TH, 2022

Giving Receipts

Thursday, September 22nd.  Our Saviour’s Women-ELCA 
 will be sponsoring a Salad Luncheon starting at noon.  Our Guest Speaker will 

 Be  Mary Segerstrom from Eleva on “An Old Fashioned Ladies Aid”   

General Fund =  $ 31,712.57 

On-Going Fund =  $ 12,015.13 

Improvement Fund =  $ 33,448.21 



          The Messenger    

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1. 

 

R.U.T.H.-6:30 pm 

2. 
 

OSL Council at 

6:30 pm 

3. 
 

Community 
Choir-7:00pm 

 
 

4. 

Pigeon Falls Nursing 
Home-10:30 am 

 

WELCA-at OSL - 
1:30 pm 

5. 
 

 

6. 

Pastor -

vacation 
 

 

7. 

Pastor -vacation 

 

Sunday Worship 
9:30 am  

 

 

8. 

Pastor -vacation 
 
 

 
 
 

9. 

Pastor -vacation 
 

 
 

 
 

10. 

Pastor -vacation 

 
Community 

Choir-7:00pm 

 
 

 

11. 

Pastor -vacation 
 

 

12. 

Pastor -vacation 
 
 

 

13. 

Pastor -

vacation 
 
 

 

14. 

Pastor -vacation 
 

Sunday  Worship 
9:30 am  

 
 
 

15. 

Pastor -vacation 
 

 
 
 

16. 

Pastor -vacation 
 

 
 
 
 

 

17. 

Pastor -vacation 

 
Community 

Choir-7:00pm 
 

Grace Council - 
7:00 pm 

18. 
 

Pastor -vacation 

19. 
 

Pastor -vacation 

20. 
 
 

 
 
 

21. 

Beef & Dairy 
Community 

Church Service-
10:00 am 

 

22. 23. 
 
 

 

24. 
 

 

25. 
 

 

26. 27. 

28. 
 

Sunday Worship 
9:30 am  

 
 
 

29. 30. 
 

 

31. 

 

Food Pantry  
11:30am to 1:00 

pm 

   

AUGUST, 2022 



Church Secretary: Sherry M. Pabst 

Church Office: 715-538-4334 

Church E-mail:   osluthwh@gmail.com 

Check us out on Facebook at: Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church of Whitehall, WI  and 

United in Faith Parish and OS  Sunday-School  and Sunday School - Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church, 

Pastor: Peter Jonas  

Pastor Email: pastoroslc@gmail.com 

Office Hours:  

Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday 

 
                                                                

“Sharing God’s Love With 
All” 

Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church 

36197 Main Street 

P.O. Box 455 

Whitehall, WI 54773 

Return Service  

Requested 
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     Thanks to the help of Aaron Hung, we will be able to have a Community Choir 
for Beef and Dairy Days 2022!  I was not able to find and accompanist, but  
Aaron was able to persuade Susie Knickerbocker to give it a try!!  Thank you to 
Susie and Aaron! 

 

     NOW....the next matter at hand is to get singers!!  Please encourage those in your circle to 
become a member of the choir!  I will also reach out to invite and encourage folks in White-
hall and  the surrounding communities to join in. I will be emailing announcements and flyers 
this coming week to our  area churches.  
 

Here are a few details for you to share: 
Singers middle school through adult are welcome to join 
We welcome folks from Whitehall and the surrounding communities 
Practices will be held Wednesday evenings on August 3, 10, and 17 at 7:00 PM at Our 

Saviour's Lutheran Church in Whitehall 
You do NOT have to attend all the practices to be in the choir 
 

Feel free to give me a call if you have any questions. 
 
Thank you, Everyone, for your help to make this year's 
Community Choir a success!!   
 
Ellen Hauser,   715-797-4354 

 

mailto:osluthwh@gmail.com

