December 2024

W
on
-
Q
V)
72
U
>=
o
C
e

ﬂ o W e e g e
& December

Hello, Welcome to Advent and a New Year for our Lutheran Church,

Advent, the coming of Jesus is a very Holy Moment for all Christians. The Gospel
of Luke will be read often during this year C in our Lectionary. Luke will start us off
explaining the second Advent of Jesus and it does not portray a gentle

appearance. Luke 21:25-28, 25”There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the
stars, and on the earth distress among nations confused by the roaring of the sea and
the waves. ,sPeople will faint from fear and foreboding of what is coming upon the
world, for the powers of the heavens will be shaken. ,;Then they will see "the Son of
Man

coming in a cloud” with power and great glory. ,sNow when these things begin to
take place, stand up and raise your heads, because your redemption is drawing near.”

I believe that Christians who Love God, Jesus, the Holy Spirit and Truth above all
else, will easily be able to stand up and raise our heads to receive our redemption.
God sees us for who we are and what is in our hearts. God knows we are sinful
humans and “cannot free ourselves”. God alone will know when to grant Grace to
his created people. That is “Good News” to the true Christian believers.

Luke then brings us back to the preparation of Jesus coming as an adult by
introducing John the Baptist who dedicates his life to God by preparing “the Way of
the Lord”. He spends many days of his adult life, preaching and baptizing, telling
anyone who will listen, that the one who is greater than he is, will be coming soon to
show us the way.

Then on the Sunday before Christmas Luke describes the wonderful meeting
between the two pregnant relatives, Elizabeth and Mary. Luke’s Gospel is the only
one of the four, to indicate these two are somehow related. Luke 1:41-42, 41 When
Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the child leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was
filled with the Holy Spirit 42and exclaimed with a loud cry, “Blessed are you among
women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb.” Mary then expresses the beautiful
Song of Praise which we call the Magnificat, (magnify in Latin). Luke is
emphasizing that John and Jesus are going to be born to faithful Jewish families.

Please consider opening your Bible to Luke 1 and read Mary’s wonderful response
to Elizabeth’s blessing of Mary and the unborn Jesus. When we consider Mary was
around 12 years old, the words may have been divinely inspired. We are told
Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit, maybe Mary has been since the moment of
conception. Something we can find out when we get to Heaven.

As of the writing of this message, December 15 is when our Sunday School will
present their representation of the Birth of Jesus. This is always a wonderful time to
be in the sanctuary to again witness the Advent of Jesus as a human baby and see the
young people in Sunday School in person. I will not be leading worship that day as I
will be in Irving Texas. Pastor Diane House has volunteered to come for that Sunday
to lead worship at Grace and Our Saviour’s.

I truly hope all of you can find time for yourselves to relax and refresh so that the
holidays may be a

time of Love and Joy not stress.
God Bless you all.
Scott W. Brown, SAM



THE GIFT THAT IS YOU!
2024 Christmas Message

As | reflect on my time in Malawi back in early
Movember, | had so many experiences that merit being
shared. As | write this letter, perhaps the most
important lesson | can offer was that of my new reality
as a guest overseas.

Everywhere | turned, | truly felt like | was the most

important person present. Yes, there were times where
| | was the honored guest as a bishop. | was granted the
best seats in the church, in the van, on the stage. When
| walked the grounds at the Lutheran Compound in my
purple clerical, EVERYONE immediately stopped what
they were doing to greet me, even if that was their first
encounter with me. | was fed better than most and |
never had to carry my own luggage. | had women pour
water over my hands before certain meals (including
communion) much like Christ did during the Last Supper in washing the disciples’ fest. And despite my innermost
desires to remind them that | was just another guy, | simply could not insult them in that manner. The way in
which they treated me was at the core of their faith practice.

Thankfully, Deacon Laura taught me a valuable insight that helped my understanding more clearly. They didn't
treat only bishops that way, they treat all guests that way! Having been to Malawi five times before she took me,
Laura has experienced that generous hospitality time and time again. And now that I'm a few weeks removed
from their genuine welcome, | still firmly believe that their faith has taught them to love their neighbor and lift
them up no matter how far away we may come.

What if we all treated our neighbor as though they are the most important person present at that time? What if
we lifted the spirits of the people God places in our lives each and every day? As we prepare for the Christmas
story once again this year, we emphasize the gift that comes in the Christ child, God made flesh to live among
us mortals. Just think about the lives that the Christ child touched! It started with Mary and Joseph, continued
to the shepherds in the fields, and even gave the heavenly host something to praise!

Of course, Jesus went on to touch so many lives - people in need of healing, children in need of welcoming,
outcasts in need of community, sinners in need of redeeming. Jesus became the gift who helped them all feel
that they were the maost important person present at the time, people worthy of his unconditional love, people
whose spirits were uplifted.

As we march through the season of Advent toward the birth of God Emmanuel, Jesus the savior of the world,
remember the gift of God's presence in your lives. Recognize that God is even present within you and that you
are a gift as welll And much like my new friends in Malawi, be that gift for others. Reveal Christ's presence to
others through your continued faithfulness and dedication to the God of love because that love can overcome
division. You are a gift to this synod and to God's church when you let God's light shine in and through you! May
this Christmas also reveal to you the light of Christ through others.

Bishop Martin



¥ More Church News ¥*

Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church
Council Minutes
November 12, 2024

Board Members Present: Dave Anderson, Scott Brown, Marnie Anderson, Kris Dubiel, Kay Nelson, Ellen
Hauser, Clarice Laehn and Lori Paulson.
Dave Anderson, council president, called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.

Preparation:
1. Opening Devotions: Devotions by Scott Brown
2. Prayer Requests/Homebound: Dennis Dubiel: Family of 10-year-old Raymond Lambright
3. Communication from Congregation: none

Communication/Action:
1. Secretary’s Report: Kay Nelson made a motion to approve minutes of October 6, 2024, with a
second by Clarice Laehn. Motion carried.

2. Treasurer’s Report: The following fund balances were presented per October 2024 financial
reports: General Fund: $98,565.14; On Going: $11,603.49; Improvement: $40,310.91. Lori Paulson
made a motion to approve the treasurer’s report with a second by Kay Nelson. Motion carried.

3. Ministry Teams Updates:

a) Music &Worship:
1. Noisy Offering of $361.45 for October went to hurricane relief; November will go to Christmas is
For Kids; and December will go to Improvement Fund.

b) WELCA:
1. Collection boxes have been set up at church and at Ritter’s Hardware.
2. WELCA has given approximately $1000.00 in various donations this year.
3. WELCA'’s regular December meeting will be hosted by Grace at Pleasantville at 1:30 pm on
December 5. We will have a Bible study led by our S.A.M. Scott Brown, followed by a coffee time
with Christmas treats provided by all the attendees. All are asked to bring 1/2 dozen of a favorite
Christmas baking. Meet at OSL at 1pm to car pool.

c) Lutheran Brotherhood: No report.

d) Life & Growth:
1. There will be a Good Gifts tree again this year.
2. A quilt retreat is scheduled for February 5 th -7 th in the church basement. Set up would be
February 4 th .

e) Finance & Property:
1. A bid of $85,000 was received to redo the parking lot. This bid is void and other options will be
researched.
2. Someone will have to climb down a ladder into the elevator shaft to turn up heat to avoid it
freezing this winter.
3. The podcast license needs to be renewed.

Sharing from Scott Brown (SAM):
1. In lieu of a Christmas gift Scott would like a donation to go to someone in need.
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2. Scott’s computer is running slow so will have Bob Johnson look at it. Also, Kris Dubiel has a laptop
he can try.

3. Scott attended the health fair at Peace Lutheran in Pigeon Falls on November 9 th .

4. The Parish Board will meet regarding the renewal of Scott’s contract.

5. Thanksgiving service is scheduled for 6p.m., Tuesday November 26 th at Grace Lutheran.

6. Christmas Eve services are scheduled for 4 p.m. at Our Saviour’s and 6 p.m. at Grace Lutheran. No
Christmas Day services will be held.

7. Rev. Diane House of the Northwest Synod will fill in for Scott on Sunday, December 15 th .

8. Families of confirmands will be asked to read for Advent.

Celebration/Affirmation:
1. The next council meeting is scheduled for December 3, 2024, at 6:30 p.m.

Business Items:
1. The annual meeting is scheduled for February 2, 2025, immediately following Sunday’s service.
Reports will be due by January 7, 2025.

Adjournment and Lord’s Prayer:
Ellen Hauser made a motion to adjourn with a second by Marnie Anderson. Motion carried.

The meeting closed with the Lord’s Prayer.
Respectfully submitted by Lori Paulson, Council Secretary

Our Saviour's Members in Nursing Homes

Pigeon Falls Nursing Care Center-P.0O. Box 310-Pigeon Falls, WI 54760
Deloris Coburn, Jeanette Gilbertson, Marian Miller & Arline Stuve
Richard Eide and Ann Toraason

Assisted Living- Pigeon Falls - P.O. Box 310-Pigeon Falls, WI 54760

Sunrise Manor - 36024 Park Street - Whitehall - 54773
Clinton Larson

Trempealeau County Health Care Center-W20410 WI-#121Whitehall- 54773
James Windjue

Grandview Nursing Home - 620 Grandview Avenue - Blair - 54616
Marilyn Speerstra, Mavis Mitskogen, Donna Oates,
Olin and Jan Feimreit, Donald Dinsmore,

Meadowbrook Care Center-1311 Tyler Street-Black River Falls - 54615

Dove Healthcare-51019 Ridge View Road-Osseo-54758
Ralph Johnson, MaryJane Hernes

Oak Gardens Place-342 Twin Oak Dr-Altoona-54720
Clarice Henrickson
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December Birthdays

3 - Judy Haralson

6 - Gavin Gaulke, Janice Johnson,
7 - Eric Gaulke

9 - Olivia Moats

10 - Chris Foss

11 - Clarice Henrickson

12 - Kaylin Metzler

14 - Sandra Erickson, Barbara Johnson, Dennis Lyngen, Bryanna Schneider
15 - Mary Lou Beck, Adam Berg

16 - Clayton Densmore

17 - Andrew Johnson

18 - Mary Jane Herness, Matthew Gilbertson

21 - James Hughes Jr.

22 - Marnalee Anderson, Celina Kopp

24 - Randall Lindberg

27 - Constance Kastad

28 - Carol Byington, Clinton Larson, Caitlin Toraason
29 - LeAnn Ring

30 - Lisa Schmitt

31 - Sawyer Kurth, Debra Olson, Jeffrey Rieck, Mackenzie Standish

N
Prayer Requests
Soas

Please keep the following in your thoughts and prayers:

Arline Stuve, Mavis Olson, Dawn Coburn, Mary Lou Beck, Lisa James, Mavis
Mitskogen, Norman Nordby, Jane Holen,
Paula Hentges, Stella Michels, Dennis Dubiel and the friends and family of Donald
Densmore.

If you would like special prayers said for yourself or loved one, please contact the
church office at osluthwh@gmail.com
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s More Church News

Our Noisy Offering for December will be designated for Our Saviour's
Improvement Fund. Your contributions will help us prepare for repairs and
replacementsl!

November's Noisy Offering was dedicated to "Christmas is for Kids," which is
organized by the Trempealeau County Sheriff's Department. Your donation of
$459.56 will help to brighten Christmas for children in our area who might not
otherwise be remembered.

Members in Service

*Altar Guild = Kris Dubiel, Karen Witte
*Altar Flowers = Kris Dubiel, Karen Witte
* Usher = David and Marnie Anderson

Foob PANTRY NEEDS

The Whitehall Food Pantry is seeing a rise in families in need and is short on
the following food items:

+ Toilet Tissue,

+  Fruit juice or

+ tuna.

Donations can be left in the narthex of Our Saviour's Lutheran Church or
dropped off at the church office Tuesday mornings or Wednesday afternoon.
Any and all donations are very appreciated by all those in need in our
community. Thank you for your generosity and God Bless!

)
\ \“/
Q\\\ /i/
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Poinsettia plants for the church at Christmas

The everlasting beauty of the poinsettia is an age-old Christmas tradition. Its pet-
als form the shape of a brilliant star. symbolizing the rise of the Star of Bethlehem on
Christmas night.

Members of Our Saviour’s may bring poinsettia plants prior to the Christmas
Eve service. Please complete the dedication portion of the form below to be included
in the bulletin.

Poinsettia plants can also be ordered for $10.00 each. Orders & dedication re-
quests need to be placed by December 15th . We are hoping that selling poinsettia
plants will make it easier for members to participate in decoration.

Completed forms can be taken to the church office or collected in the Nathex
offering plate.

Christmas Poinsettia Form

| am bringing in my own plant, please include the dedication.

| am placing an order.

Color preference (if available)

Will you be taking your poinsettia home? yes no

Order Total: $

From:

In Memory of:

In Honor of:
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ore Church News

Sunday School Christmas Program

A Cildrens
During worship on Sunday, December 15th, the Sunday School P;*ogmm

children will be performing their annual Christmas program. There will [&& AL
be songs sung, skits performed, and fun o be had by allll Please join EEgr
us in celebrating the Christmas season! — &2

No Sunday school will be held on December 1st, 22nd, and 29th.

CHRISTMAS WORSHIP SCHEDULE

Worship Services on Tuesday the 24th, Christmas Eve:
« Our Saviour's Lutheran Church at 4:00 pm

e Grace Lutheran at 6:00 pm

-
oo

ECRSTIS T
WORSHIP |

There will NOT be a worship service on Christmas Day, /%%
Wednesday, December 25th.

Weisking you and
your family feace,
kealth, kappiness,

and frospernity
in the coming year.

NM', Chrvistives
 Fappy New Year

Christmas Decorations

We will take down the church Christmas decoration after the service on
Sunday, January 12, 2025. Please plan to stay after the church service for

un-decorating the tree & putting away the decorations. Thanks for any help you
can give.
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Thanks to all who have donated to the TCHCC, Pajama Grama, & the Food Pantry in November. Now the Gift
Tree is up in the narthex for December for mittens and hats. Socks are welcome too. These will be donated
to the Whitehall Elementary School.

We have applied for & received a THRIVENT Gift Card with which we will purchase socks, underwear &
sweatpants for the little ones that may have accidents at school & need dry clothes.

WELCA MEETING

Grace Lutheran is hosting our December W-ELCA meeting on Thursday, Dec. 5, 2024 at 1:30 in their church
in Pleasantville. We will have a Bible study. It’s also a Christmas party! Please bring 1/2 dozen of a
Christmas treat for our lunch.

We will meet in the church parking lot at 1 pm to car pool.

We look forward to many joining us.

We will NOT meet in January or February.

Stay warm & we’ll see you on March 6, 2025, when we begin meeting again. Watch the Messenger &
Sunday bulletin for details about that meeting.
Merry Christmas to all !!

GChurch Finances

DISBURSEMENT & GIVING RECEIIPTS-Nov 1-30

Disbursements:
Administration $0.00| $231.52

Physical Plant $0.00| $4,493.67
Salaries & Benefits $0.00| $4,043.72
Benevolence $0.00| $4,300.00
Parish Expense $0.00
S
S

Dues and Fees 50.00
Harvest Dinner 50.00
Total Disbursements = $13,068.91
Giving Receipts

Simply Giving Total = $2,635.00 General Fund Total = | $2,986.00
Improvement Fund -
On-6oing Total = $459.56 Total = $165.00
November 2024 Giving 6rand Total = $6,245.56
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GOD'S GO0D GIFTS for CHRISTMAS

Once again the Life and Growth Committee is sponsoring the Christmas Good
Gifts Mission.
How does it work ?

Decide what giffs you want to give, mark the form and enclose it with the
money in an envelope and bring fo service or mail it to the OSLC office by the
end of December.

As members of Our Saviour's Lutheran Church we believe that God's love is
shared with us and we can follow our purpose statement by " SHARING GOD'S
LOVE WITH ALL".

GIVE BY CHECK

[__] A check iz enclosed for §
Wake checks payable b the fuangelical Lutherar Chirch i America, DETACH AND ENCLOSE IN PROVIDED ERVELOPE
RaR(CULTURE R s ltem e Gty Temak -
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December 2024 ¢

Sat
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
Sunday_Worship- Church office Bible Study- WELCA
9:30am open 8am-12pm [9:30am meeting at
NO Sunday School uilters - 8:30 - | Church office | Srace at
oon open 1-5pm 1:30pm.
. . Carpool at 1pm
Council Meeting — | Confirmation
6:30 pm 3:30pm
8 9 10 11 12 i3 14
Sunday Worship- Church office Bible Study-
9:30am open 8am-12pm | 9:30am
Sunday School - Church office
10:30 open 1-5pm
Confirmation
15 16 17 18 19 20 21
St_ltnl::laRy Wg_rship Church office gBiglcfaﬁ.tUdY-
wi ev. Diane - .
House— 9:30am. open 8am-12pm i
Hl‘e_ Stunda School gll’lg;cr gi;fg:e Hapey
ristmas Program ; -8:30 - -
during Worshi|g:. Quilters - 8:30 . . A
. . Noon Confirmation _ }
Poinsettia order 3:30pm First Day of Winter
deadline
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
Sunday Worship- Church office No Bible Study
9:30am open 8am-12pm | chyrch Office
No Sunday School OSL Christmas Closed
Eve Worship at No Confirmation
4pm. .
No Christmas
Grace Lutheran Worship at OSL
Christmas Eve
Worship at 6pm
7 Chiristmas
22 30 31
Sunday Worship- Church office

9:30am —with Mr.
Scott Brown

No Sunday School

open 8am-12pm

MAY ALL YOUR TROUBLES DURING THE COMING YEAR
BE AS SHORT AS YOUR

NEW YEAR’S RESOLUTION!!




“Sharing God’s Love With
All”

Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church
36197 Main Street

P.0.Box 455

Whitehall, WI 54773

SAM: Scott Brown Office Hours: Church Secretary: Cheryl Daffinson
Cell Phone: 715-538-3048 Tuesday 8am-12pm Church Office: 715-538-4334
Wednesday 1-5pm Church E-mail: osluthwh@gmail.com

Email: pastoroslc@gmail.com

Church Website: oslcwhitehall.org

Check us out on Facebook at: Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church of [#8 LIke us on
Whitehall, W1 and facebook
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